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For one's own kin should love be felt,
For strangers too: let all the world
Be circled with a heart of love:
This is the way of Buddhas all.
Besides these attractive summaries of the Buddhist
religion in its monastic form, the book gives us many
a glimpse of the secular civilization of the time, with its
highly developed military machine, its well-planned cities,
its courtiers and artisans, and the natural beauties which
delight the heart in the pages of the best Buddhist and
Hindu literature. We get glimpses of India's veneration
for Himalaya 'towering aloft in heights serene and calm',
and of her interest in the elephant, which is the motive for
so much of the art of the period. 'As the elephant revels
in the water, plunging and sporting in cool clear ponds
where many-coloured lotuses abound, so should the earnest
monk plunge into the waters of self-mastery, pure and
clear as truth, and full of the flowers of freedom.'
. It is a book to read and re-read, alike for its content and
for its style. And though it contains many accretions and
some passages which are less direct and of less worth than
those quoted, it nevertheless remains the most artistic
of Buddhist scriptures, and Nagasena is as attractive as
Kim's Lama.
Like Megasthenes of an earlier day, the Greeks of
Menander'S time no doubt found much to admire and
respect in India. The Guptan statue here illustrated, which
shows us the Buddha as Teacher, betrays Greek influence
on Buddhist art, and there was no doubt much give-and-
take between the two peoples.
That Buddhism long continued a serious rival to the
popular gods of Hinduism is clear, and at this time it is
seen imitating the Krishna-cult, and becoming a religion
of passionate devotion to an incarnate Lord, who offers
salvation to all, and claims to be the Eternal dwelling in
time. But for Nagasena as for his first followers, he is still
the great Elder Brother and Physician, supernormal but
not supernatural, the discoverer of the eternal Dhamma or

